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A THANKSGIVING HYMN. 
For bud and for bloom and for balm-laden 
breeze, 
For the singing of birds from the hills to 
"the seas, 
For the beauty of dawn and the brightness 
of noon, 
For the light in the night of the stars and 
the moon, 
We praise thee, gracious God. 
For the sun-ripened fruit and the billowy 
grain, 
For the orange and apple, the corn and the 
cane, 
For the bountiful harvests now gathered 
and stored, 
That by Thee in the lap of the nations were 
poured, 
We praise Thee, gracious God. 
For the blessing of friends, for the old and 
the new, 
For the hearts that are trusted and trust-
ing and true, 
For the tones that we love, for the light of 
the eyes 
That warms with a welcome and glooms 
with good-bye, 
We praise Thee, gracious God. 
That the desolate poor may find shelter and 
bread, 
That the sick may be comforted, nourished 
and fed, 
That the sorrow may cease of the sighing 
and sad, 
That the spirit bowed down may be lifted 
and glad, 
We pray Thee, pitying Lord. 
That brother the hand of his brother may 
clasp 
From ocean to ocean in friendliest grasp, 
That Eor North and for South and for East 
and for West, 
The horror of war be forever at rest, 
We pray Thee, pitying Lord. 
For the blessings of earth and of air and of 
sky. 
That fall on us from the Father on high, 
For the crown of all blessing since blessing 
begun, 
For the gift, "unspeakable gift," of Thy 
Son. 
—<S'. E. Adams in the Ctntury. 
"&— »̂—*. 
Go to the an t thou sluggard con-
sider her ways and be wise. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
IS THEEE ANYTHING IN IT ? 
We, as a church, do not believe it 
consistent with the spirit and teach-
ings of the Gospel t o conform to the 
fashions of the world in dress, but 
advocate t h a t the children of God 
should adorn themselves in plain 
apparel. We believe in dressing for 
comfort no t for vain show. We 
make no a t t empt to keep up with 
the everchanging fashions but as 
we believe it our duty t o discard all 
unnecessary things t h a t are put on 
by the worldly to please the eye. 
For this peculiar belief and prac-
tice we are much critcized, we are 
accused of having our religion in 
our clothes. Men seem to make 
light a t the idea of Christians dress-
ing different from other people. 
They say it is perfectly ridiculous 
t h a t men should be so ignorant as 
to think there was anything in the 
clothes we wear. "God looks a t 
the hear t ," they say, "and if t h a t 
is r ight He cares little about the 
rest. This idea of wearing plain 
clothes is all a delusion, there is 
simply nothing in i t ." The}" seem 
to so utterly demolish our faith in 
this direction t h a t you would think 
there was not a particle left upon 
which to base an argument of de-
fense. 
There is, however, enough scrip-
ture evidence on this subject t o 
make it safe for us to say t h a t there 
is something in it. To those who 
have made up their minds before-
hand t h a t there is nothing in plain 
apparel, the scripture passages 
which we shall quote as evidence in 
support of our practice may not 
prove anything, for when men do 
not want a thing they accept no 
proof, bu t the thoughtful and can-
did reader can certainly not reject 
them as misapplied. 
First, before Ave offer any par-
ticular scripture evidence upon the 
subject, let us' acquaint ourselves 
with the fact t h a t there are two 
distinct kingdoms spoken of in the 
Bible. I t is, no doubt, well under-
stood by all t h a t the Israelites were 
a nat ion separate from all other 
nations, having their own peculiar 
laws. I t may not be so well under-
stood by some t h a t there is just as 
much of a separation required be-
tween the children of God and the 
world now as then. This is, how-
ever, true. By nature we are in the 
kingdom of the world and under 
the power of darkness. . After we 
have been truly converted, though 
we are yet in the world, we are no 
more of the world but "have been 
delivered by the Fa ther from the 
power of darkness and t ranslated 
into the kingdom of His dear Son. 
See John xvii, 6-16. 
Another proof t h a t we are to 
come out from among the world is 
found in 2 Cor. vi, 17. "Wherefore 
come out from among them, and be 
ye separate ." Other passages of 
scripture might be produced to 
prove this point but these will suf-
fice. We can easily understand 
from these t h a t we are t o be separ-
a te from the world. To the thought-
ful even this Avould already point in 
favor of plain dress, for, wherein do 
the children of the world take more 
pains or wherein do they give 
stronger evidence of their pride t han 
in the adorning of their bodies? 
They dress to appear well and to be 
admired. When God says "be ye 
separate" does He mean "do just 
as you did before." We think no 
one would undertake t o deny t h a t 
the children of God are to be a 
' • • 
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separate people. In order t h a t 
they may be classed as a separate 
people they must certainly differ 
from all others. Wherein should 
they differ? You would no t have 
us believe t h a t simply joining a 
church is sufficient to establish this 
line of separat ion? There is only 
too much of t h a t kind of religion. 
People join church bu t there is no 
change. The scripture teaches 
differently. I t demands an entire 
separation from the world in word 
and in deed. The Apostle Peter 
says : "Ye are a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a peculiar people t h a t ye should 
show forth the praises of him who 
h a t h called you out of darkness in-
to His marvelous l ight." IPe t . ii, 9. 
Paul t o Titus says : "Who gave 
himself (Christ) for us t h a t He 
might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify un to himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works." 
Titus ii, 14. Notice in these two 
quota t ions the word peculiar. 
What does it mean ? I t means this 
much, t h a t God wants us t o be His 
own individual people, separate 
from sinners; a people who will no t 
spend their time and money on 
vain and foolish extravagance, 
whether in dress or in anything 
else but whose first and foremost 
aim is t o do the will of God. 
A people t h a t is t o be separated 
and consecrated to the service of 
God should no t and will no t allow 
itself t o be burdened with the idle 
follies and empty fancies of a pleas-
ure seeking world. To such a peo-
ple the words of Paul mean some-
thing when he says : "Be not con-
formed t o this world." Rom. xii, 2. 
Who would have the audacity t o 
say t h a t the popular churches of 
today are no t conformed to the 
world? Yet, in our endeavor t o 
obey this command in its unlimited 
extent, the finger of scorn is point-
ed toward us. 
Furthermore, we offer as evidence 
t h a t the christian should not con-
form t o the worldly fashions in 
dress because the following forcible 
passages of scripture plainly teach 
the con t ra ry : "Love not the world 
neither the things t h a t are in the 
world, if any man love the world, 
the love of the Fa ther is no t in him. 
For all t h a t is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes 
and the pride of life is no t of the 
Fa ther but is of the world." 1 John 
ii, 15, 16. Tha t which is highly 
esteemed among men is abomin-
ation in the sight of God." Luke 
xvi, 15. I s i t no t the lust of the eye 
t h a t desires t o have everything in 
the latest style ? People certainly 
spend a grea t deal for outward 
adornment. Ladies must have the 
latest pa t t e rn of dress and wrap ; 
and their style of head gear must 
not be old-fashioned, no mat ter 
how often the fashion changes. 
Men, likewise want the latest style 
of cloth and shape of ha t ; and then 
they want to make us believe t h a t 
there is no pride in all this. They 
say they can have all these things 
and no t feel one bit proud with 
them. We know a little t oo much 
about human na ture t h a n to be-
lieve such teachings. Our own ex-
perience has t a u g h t us t h a t it is 
pride t h a t dictates to the world-
ling what he shall wear. Why is it 
t h a t so many people live above 
their means? Is i t no t because 
they are slaves t o pride ? 
Dare any one say in the face of 
the scripture quotat ions already 
made t h a t there is nothing in plain 
apparel? We think not . But in 
order t h a t there may be no room 
left t o cavil, we will quote several 
passages of scripture yet t h a t come 
right t o the point. "Whose adorn-
ing (speaking of women) let it no t 
be t h a t outward adorning of plait-
ing the hair and of wearing of gold 
or of put t ing on of apparel ." 1 Pet. 
iii, 3. Pau l t o Timothy writes: "In 
like manner also t h a t women 
adorn themselves in modest ap-
parel, with shamefacedness and 
sobriety; not with braided hair, or 
gold, or pearls or costly a r r ay . " 1 
Tim. ii, 9. Could the Apostle have 
made it any plainer ? Here he ex-
pressly forbids wha t the majority 
of professors are doing today . 
After considering the passages of 
scripture quoted, with others t h a t 
we have not quoted and adding 
thereto the Holy Spirit within our 
heart , we must come t o the con-
clusion t h a t there really is some-
thing in plain clothes. Who can 
say t h a t there is no t ? 
Now, having offered our evidence 
in support of our practice, 'we will 
in conclusion say, t h a t we do not 
wish to throw out the impression 
t h a t we hope to gain our eternal 
salvation by making this outward 
distinction. No. F a r be i t from 
us to mock our Saviour. This out-
ward change is only a sign of the 
change t h a t has taken place with-
in. We believe in an entire change, 
a holy renovat ion; old things have 
passed away and behold all things 
are new. A new m a n ! The hear t 
enwrapped with the spotless robe of 
righteousness and the body clothed 
with modest apparel. We like this 
religion t h a t makes everything new; 
t h a t draws our minds away from 
the vanities of ear th and sets our 
affections upon heavenly things. 
Dear christian reader, do you 
think there is anything in plain ap-
parel? Shall we continue in the 
way t h a t we have been going and 
in the way t h a t our fathers went 
before us, or shall we lay aside the 
things t h a t now make us a separate 
people and join in with the world, 
declaiming t h a t there is nothing in 
it. Shall we wear gold rings, gold 
chains, "purple and fine linen" or 
will we leave those things for those 
who seek their good things here? 
There are some of you who are 
about ready to let the doctrine of 
nonconformity slip. You hold it 
with one hand but i t is gradually 
slipping from your grasp. Will 
you let i t go ? Will you be safe if 
you let it go? Do you think you 
will lose nothing by letting it slip? 
We think this mat te r is worth}' of 
your and every one's prayerful con-
sideration. "Be no t deceived; God 
is not mocked, whatsoever a man 
soweth t h a t shall he also reap. 
For he t h a t soweth t o the flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
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but he t h a t soweth t o the spirit 
shall of the spirit reap life ever-
last ing." J. G. C. 
Shippock, Pa. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
THE HOLY GHOST. 
Most of us may not have the 
knowledge we fain would have in 
relation t o the third Person in the 
Trinity which in the New Testament 
scriptures is called the Holy Ghost. 
I t is the purpose of the writer, by 
Divine help, t o throw a little light 
in t h a t direction, however faint it 
may be. 
By Trinity is meant three in one— 
t h a t is the union of Father , Son, 
and Holy Ghost : and it may be 
proper t o s ta te in plain terms how 
three can be in one or how one can 
be three. Turn to Gen. ii, 24 and 
Math, xix, 5, 6 and we find lan-
guage in substance like this—That 
husband and wife are no more 
twain bu t one flesh. In other words 
it may be stated t h a t husband and 
wife are two in person but only one 
in flesh, for so says the Lord, al-
though finite man may not be fully 
able t o comprehend the t r u t h of it. 
To illustrate further, we notice 
t h a t men—sometimes two, three, 
or more enter into partnership for 
the prosecution of some business. 
Such a partnership is called a firm, 
and they have a firm name which 
they use in the transact ion of all 
their partnership business. Now, 
notice—Two, three or more persons 
may constitute such a firm and yet 
there is bu t one firm. So in the 
Trinity or God-head—there are 
three persons consti tuting the one 
God. Jesus says John xiv, 28. 
My "Fa the r is greater t h a n I . " 
From this it is easily understood 
t h a t in greatness they rank in the 
order as their names are used in 
Math, xxviii, 19. 
We believe it is held by tr iui tar-
ians generally t h a t the Son and 
the Holy Ghost have never had a 
beginning. In other words they 
have been co-existent with the 
Fa ther from eternity and in this 
particular they are different from 
angels and all other beings of every 
kind or na ture whatever. And, 
further, t h a t nothing less t han an 
uncreated being could possibly 
a tone for fallen humani ty . And 
here the question may arise—How 
can two bear the relation to each 
other as Fa the r and Son when 
neither has had a beginning? This 
we leave as one of the inexplicable 
mysteries of Jehovah! 
Again, we notice t h a t the Son 
became incarnate, in other words 
He took upon himself human form 
and human na ture and thus oc-
cupies the position of Mediator be-
tween God and man. 
But we wish more particularly to 
speak of the "Holy Ghost" some-
times rendered "Holy Spirit ." 
"Spirit of God" and sometimes 
simply "The Spirit ." 
We already find mention made of 
the "Spirit of God" in Gen. i, 2. 
"The Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters ." Gen. vi,,3. 
"My Spirit shall no t always strive 
with men." From the first of these 
texts we learn t h a t the Spirit of 
God was present a t the creation of 
the world: and from the second, 
t h a t he was striving with men in 
the antediluvian world—striving 
no doubt, t o restrain them 
from evil and influence them for 
good. Isaiah lxiii, 10. "But they 
rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit, 
therefore he turned and became 
their enemy and he fought against 
them." Zech. vii, 12. "Yea, they 
made their hear ts as an adaman t 
stone, lest they should hear the 
law and the words which the Lord 
of hosts ha th sent in his Spirit by 
the former prophets, therefore 
came a great wrath from the Lord 
of hos ts ." F rom these texts it is 
obvious t h a t under the former dis-
pensation already the Holy Spirit 
was sent by the Father as a re-
minder, as a reprover and as an 
instructor : bu t we turn now to the 
New Testament. John xiv, 16, 17. 
"And I will p ray the Fa ther and he 
shall give you another Comforter 
t h a t he may abide with you forever; 
even the Spirit of t ru th whom the 
world cannot receive because it 
seeth him not neither knoweth him; 
for he dwelleth with you and shall 
be in you." John xiv, 26. "But 
the Comforter which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Fa ther will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all 
things and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you." Here we see t h a t 
Jesus only by permission of the 
Father promised his desciples to 
send the Comforter, a t the same 
time telling them t h a t they know 
him and was then dwelling with 
them. To give clearness t o this 
matter , we will illustrate. We have 
seen t h a t the Holy Ghost as one of 
the Trinity, is omnipresent and was 
thus with the disciples a t the t ime 
the Saviour was speaking these 
words but not in such power as he 
came on the day of Pentecost. To 
illustrate further—AVe know t h a t 
the sun is the great source of light 
in our solar system and though 
he is many millions of miles from 
us, yet wherever his rajs fall, there 
we say the snn is: and sometimes 
we say—"We labored in the hot 
sun" which in a certain sense is 
true though the real Sun was a t a 
great distance all the time. So the 
Holy Ghost may be in heaven yet 
his presence may be very sensibly 
felt among the children of men on 
ear th. 
We take it for granted then, t h a t 
the disciples had the Holy Ghost in 
a measure during Christ's minis-
t ra t ion among them; but not until 
the day of Pentecost was he sent in 
power as we learn in the second 
chapter of Acts. This may be illus-
t ra ted thus—We sometimes see a 
mist or heavy fog which moistens 
and dampens the ear th to some ex-
tent and well nigh serves the pur-
pose of rain and this may continue 
for days without causing any com-
motion. But let the water begin 
to fall fast in big drops or in tor-
rents and soon the effects will be 
not only felt but visible far and 
wide on every hand. So with the 
Holy Spirit; he may shed a benign 
influence in a mild manner as with 
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the disciples above s tated and but 
little will be said in reference to i t : 
bu t let an outpouring' or an over-
whelming' come as on the day of 
Pentecost and a wonderful agita-
tion will t ake place among men— 
some will be pierced with the arrows 
of conviction and cry out, "Men 
and brethren what must we do t o 
be saved? And others may at-
tempt t o explain it as a freak of 
drunkeuness from "new wine"' or as 
fanaticism and so "turning the 
world upside down." 
Sinning against the Holy Ghost 
is said t o be an unpardonable sin. 
Query—How can a man commit 
such a sin ? When we consider the 
words of Jesus in reproving the 
Pharisees when they charged him 
with casting out devils by Beelze-
bub, we are led to believe they com-
mitted such a sin in making t h a t 
charge: for it is hardly possible 
they believed such a th ing : but 
from sheer envy they made the 
charge despite the whisperings of 
the Holy Ghost in their own souls 
to the contrary. 
In this connection we give an in-
cident of actual occurance less t han 
th i r ty years ago, perpetuated by a 
man in Ogle county, 111. who is still 
living as far as known. This man 
related his experience t o a brother, 
in substance as follows—He became 
troubled a t heart concerning his 
salvation. He saw himself a sinner 
in the sight of God and was invar-
iably convinced t h a t he must 
change his life or lose his soul. 
This conviction followed him from 
time to time bu t he did not want t o 
be troubled in t h a t way. He tried 
to forget it aud banish the thing 
from his mind; but it came again 
and again .till finally he got angry 
from being annoyed in t h a t man-
ner and so began cursing and 
swearing aloud t o drive it away. 
In this last effort he succeded. I t 
was several years afterwards he 
told the brother, i t was the last 
t ime he experienced any trouble in 
t h a t direction. 
We wish to remark here t h a t it 
was the Holy Spirit t h a t was 
speaking , into the man 's heart , 
urging upon him the absolute ne-
cessity of coining t o the Saviour 
and so long as he simply refused, 
he only ''grieved" the Spirit bu t 
when in a fit of passion he uttered 
words of blasphemy, he "quenched" 
the Spirit. In other words, he 
drove him away, never to return, 
and so sinned against the Holy 
Ghost. 
When Jesus was baptized in Jor-
dan, John saw the Spirit of God 
descending in bodily shape like a 
dove and lighting upon nim. This 
was given John as a sign by which 
he might know of a certainty when 
he baptized the Saviour. And what 
could be more positive and con-
vincing a proof of the divinity of 
Jesus than this direct testimony, 
heaven opened, the dove coming 
down, and the audible voice of the 
Fa the r? All the Evangelists speak 
of this. John testified t o i t : but 
whether any other t han John wit-
nessed it, we are no t informed but 
we do know t h a t John ' s reputa-
tion as a man of God was wide-
spread and generally believed, in-
cluding even t h a t incestuous king-
Herod. 
By way of summary i t may be 
stated— 
1. The Holy Ghost is a Spirit 
and a person—namely the third 
person in the Trinity. Math, xxviii, 
19. 
2. He is subject t o the Fa the r 
and possesses the same a t t r ibutes 
but only t o a limited extent, as im-
plied in Math, xxiv and Mark xiii, 
32. 
3. He strives with the children 
of men restraining them from evil 
and influencing- them for good. 
Gen. vi, 3 . 
4. He is eminently a Teacher 
and a Reminder; and was sent t o 
teach and to bring all things to the 
remembrance of the Apostles after 
their Master 's Ascension. John xiv, 
26. 
5. He is a Comforter—Yea more 
emphatically—" The Comforter' t o 
the saints on earth. 
6. He is a reprover to the world, 
reproving of sin, of righteousness 
and of judgment. John xvi, 8. 
C. STONER. 
rolo, in. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
CHRISTIANITY AND INFIDELITY. 
The christian religion has had its 
oppositions ever since it was 
founded by the au thor of Christian-
ity. In the early-ages of the church 
christians were hated, they were 
persecuted, they were imprisoned, 
and even put to death on account 
of their fidelity t o God. Christians 
have suffered persecution and en-
dured mar tyrdom during all the 
centuries since Christ the au thor of 
Christianity died upon the cross. 
But Christianity still lives and 
flourishes. Yet not without oppo-
sition. At this day and age of the 
world, one of the strongest oppo-
sitions t h a t Christianity has to en-
counter is infidelity. Every age 
has had its infidels, the influence is 
still going on and on, infidelity is 
becoming very popular. I t is no 
unusual occurrence to hear the Bi-
ble derided and Christ insulted. 
Paine, Voltaire, Ingersoll and hun-
dreds of others spent their lives 
fighting against God and against 
the Bible; aud there are scores of 
would be infidels all over the world 
today engaged in the same but the 
Bible remains uninjured. I t has 
been criticised by many wicked 
hearts but their criticism has not 
changed one word of it. I t contains 
the same holy instructions and its 
hear t cheering promises remain un-
changed. The a t t empt t o obliter-
ate the Bible has always proved a 
complete failure. While infidelity 
is" something t o be abhorred by 
every well-wisher of humani ty yet 
it is one of the strongest evidences 
of the t r u t h of the Bible. The Bi-
ble tells of the scoffers t h a t shall 
come in the last days and of the 
false teachers denying the Lord and 
many shall follow their pernicious 
ways. The t ru th of the Bible in 
this one particular (as well as many 
others) is forcibly demonstrated a t 
this day and age of the world. I t 
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is said of one of the world's noted 
infidels when he came to the close 
of life how he regretted the influence 
he would leave to live long after he 
was gone. Oh, how he longed t o 
gather up the books t h a t were 
scattered all over the world but 
a las! it was too late. I t was out 
of his power to reach them, and to-
day those books are still in the 
library, upon the center table and 
in the hands of many a, youth of 
onr land. Hundreds of minds have 
been injured and possibly poisoned 
by their blasphemous teachings. I 
read a narra t ive of an incident t h a t 
occurred just after Ingersoll had 
delivered one of his blasphemous 
lectures which I give in full. "In a 
large company, Col. Robert Inger-
soll had been speaking eloquently 
against Christianity when Mr. 
Beecher exclaimed : ' ' I witnessed a 
most deplorable spectacle t oday . " 
"What- was i t ? " inquired Col. 
Ingersoll. "Why" said Mr. Beecher 
"as I was walking down town to-
day, I saw a poor lame man with 
crutches slowly and carefully pick-
ing his way through a cesspool of 
mud, in the endeavor t o cross the 
street he had just reached the 
middle of the filth when a big burly 
ruffian, himself all bespattered, 
rushed up to him jerked the crutches 
from under the unfortunate man, 
and left him sprawling and helpless 
in the pool of liquid dirt, which al-
most engulfed him." " W h a t a 
brute he was" they all echoed. 
"Yes" said Mr. Beecher, rising irom 
his chair and brushing back his 
long, white hair while his eyes 
glittered with their old time fire as 
hebent them on Ingersoll, "yes,Col. 
Ingersoll and you are the man . " 
The human soul is lame but' Chris-
t iani ty gives it crutches to enable 
it to pass the highway of life. I t is 
your teachings t h a t knock these 
crutches from under it a,nd leave it 
a helpless and rudderless wreck in 
the slough of despond. If robbing 
the human soul of its only support , 
religion, be your profession, why 
ply i t t o your hear t ' s content. It-
requires an architect t o erect a 
building; an incendiary may reduce 
it to ashes." Mr. Beecher sa t down 
and silence brooded over the scene. 
Col. Ingersoll found t h a t he had a 
master in his own power of illus-
t r a t ion and said nothing. I copy 
this because it so forcibly illustrates 
what infidelity is designed t o do. 
Take away the Bible and what have 
we left ? Nothing, infinitely noth-
ing t h a t reaches beyond our present 
existence. In the absence of the 
Bible the world is left in midnight 
darkness. No light t o illuminate 
the pa thway of life, no promises, 
no hopes, no expectations. I t is 
just as i t is said of an infidel when 
he came to leave this world his last 
words were "just one leap in the 
dark and t h a t is all I know." 
The meanness of infidelity is t h a t it 
a t t empts t o rob the human soul of 
everything and offers nothing in 
exchange. I t blasts the last gleam 
of hope and extinguishes the last 
ray of light and then leaves its 
victim to struggle alone in worse 
than midnight darkness. But on 
the other hand Christianity lightens 
the pa thway of life, yes it does more 
than t h a t it illuminates the grave 
and when death visits the family 
circle and takes from our loving 
embrace those t h a t we love more 
than life itself it enables us to cling 
to the hope of meeting them again. 
Oh who would not live for the hap-
py reunion in heaven, I t hank 
God for the glorious plan of sal-
vation and I am so glad t h a t no t 
one is exempt. There is room for 
all. All are invited to the gospel 
feast. Will we accept the invita-
tion or will we n o t ? 
SALLIE KNISELY. 
Bradford, Ohio. 
For llie Evangelical Visitor. 
ZION. 
"For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, 
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest until 
the righteousness thereof go forth as bright-
ness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burnetii." Isa. lxii, 1. 
"The city of David" mentioned in 
2 Samuel v, 7, etc., seems to be typi-
cal of the church, under the gospel 
dispensation, established by the 
promised Messiah "David's son." 
David-seems to have greatly delight-
ed in its beauty and strength, and 
to have loved it as a type of the 
church of the Messiah. "Walkabou t 
Zion, and go round about her: tell 
the towers thereof, Mark ye well her 
bulwarks, consider her palaces: t h a t 
ye may tell it t o the generation fol-
lowing." The kings were assembled, 
they passed by together, they saw 
it, and so they marvelled, they were 
troubled and hasted away. Ps . xlviii, 
2 ,12, 13, and 4, 5. Great changes 
have occurred on its surface and a 
considerable port ion of it lies out-
side of the modern wall on the south 
and is occupied by cemeteries or 
"plowed as a field" according t o 
Jer. xxvi, 18 ; Mich. hi. 12. Two 
rabbis, approaching Jerusalem, we 
are told, observed a fox running up-
on the hill of Zion, and Rabbi Joshua 
wept, but Rabbi Eliezer laughed. 
"Wherefore dost thou l augh?" said 
he who wept. "Nay, wherefore dost 
thou weep?" demanded Eliezer. "I 
weep replied the Rabbi Joshua,, "be-
cause I see what is written in the la-
mentat ions fulfilled, (v,18) because 
of the mount of Zion which is deso-
late, the foxes walk upon i t . " "And 
therefore" said Rabbi Eliezer "do I 
laugh, for when I see with my own 
eyes t h a t God has fulfilled his 
threatenings t o the very letter, I 
have thereby a pledge t h a t no t one 
of his promises shall fail; for He is 
ever more ready to show mercy t han 
judgment." 
David was so zealous for the sake 
of Zion, and would not hold his 
peace for therefrom salvation was 
to go forth as a lamp t h a t burnetii, 
for said he "Thy word, is a lamp to 
my feet and a light unto my p a t h . " 
Ps. cxix, 105. And John says " the 
word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us, full of grace and 
t ru th . " John i, 14. Thus while 
Christianity was yet in its infancy 
the people became zealously affected, 
for the long-looked for deliverer had 
come forth from Zion and the peo-
ple would not hold their peace, or if 
they would have been compelled t o 
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do so, the stones would immediately 
cry out. 
Notwithstanding, the daughter of 
Zion was t o be told t h a t their king 
cometh unto them meek, and sit t ing 
upon an ass and a colt the fool of 
an ass. Matt , xxi, 5. By the ex-
pression "daughter" we are to' un-
derstand, all those t h a t believed in 
the Messiah and embraced the op-
por tuni ty as new born babes desire 
the sincere milk of the word, and are 
admitted into His kingdom by be-
ing humble followers of t h a t which 
is good. Both men and women be-
ing included as daughters of Jerusa-
lem (Zion) t h a t were t o weep for 
themselves and for their children. 
Luke xxiii, 27, 28. 
Yea verily, the daughter, the bride, 
the Lamb's wife is not t o hold i ts 
peace in this nineteenth century, bu t 
cry aloud and spare not, wake 
up and be as living epistles known 
and read of all men for "woe t o 
them t h a t are a t ease in Zion.'' 
Amos vi, 1. We are t o go forth as 
a lamp t h a t burnetii, illuminating 
the glory of Zion's deliverer t h a t 
He had with the Fa ther before the 
world was. John xvii, 5. 
In the sixty-sixth chapter of the 
Prophet of Isa. and eight verse, He 
has reference t o the s ta te the bride 
should be in, in order to bring-forth 
children, t h a t is she should be in 
travai l . And he queries the subject 
t h u s : "Who ha th heard such a 
thing? Who ha th seen such a th ing? 
Shall the earth be made t o bring-
forth in one day or shall a nation 
be born a t once ? For as soon as 
Zion travailed, she brought forth 
her children." 
The New Jerusalem is a name giv-
en t o the church of Christ, and sig-
nifying its firm foundations in the 
love, choice and covenant of God; 
i ts s t rong bulwarks, living foun-
tains and beautiful palaces; its 
thronging thousands, i ts indwelling-
God and its consummated glory in 
heaven. Gal. iv, 26 ; Heb. xii, 2 2 ; 
Rev. iii, 12, 2 1 . 
Daughter oi Zion: A poetic per-
sonification of Zion, which was t h a t 
part of Jerusalem where David and 
the kings after him dwelt. I t repre-
sented Jerusalem and its inhabi-
t an t s . No wonder t h a t poets, both 
ancient and modern, have sung of 
its glory and love. For 
The hill of Zion yields 
A thousand sacred sweets, 
Before we reach the heavenly fields 
Or walk the golden streets. 
If our beloved zion church of the 
present age would pain, t o be in t ra-
vail, there would be more children 
brought forth into the kingdom 




For the Evangelical Visitor. 
TRIUMPH IIS TRIALS. 
BY N. 0. BIGLER. 
Job xxxv, 10.—Where is God, my Maker, 
who giveth songs in the night. 
Night is the season of stillness 
and gloom and is an emblem of 
sadness and sorrow. In the day 
time all is activity and songs are 
not uncommon. Birds, beasts, na-
ture, man everything is alive and 
the world is full of sounds and songs. 
Now human life has its night and 
the Christian can say, my God giv-
eth me comforting songs in the 
night. 
The subject of this text ift t r iumph 
in trials, or victory in sorrow. Job, 
when str ipt of all, could say the 
Lord giveth me songs in the night. 
Paul could gloryin tr ibulation. St. 
John, when banished to the Isle of 
P a t m o s on his lonesome island, 
heard comforting voices and beheld 
scenes and visions. The three cap-
tive Christians could sing and felt 
comfortable in thefiery furnace. 
By the aid of t h a t almighty pow-
er t o whom all creation must bend, 
who maketh the hot sun t o shine 
down by day and the glittering s tars 
by night—God is just what and 
where He ought t o be, invisible t o 
our mortal eyes knowing us all, He 
is high above us and around us by 
his faithful spiritual host, playing 
hide and seek with Elijah, and was 
above the Israelites in a thick and 
beautiful cloud with his throne and 
they all heard His voice speaking. 
Exodus xix, 9. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, lo 
I come unto you in a thick cloud 
t h a t the people may hear when I 
speak with thee and believe thee for-
ever, xxxii, 34:. And the Lord spake 
unto Moses, go lead the people unto 
the place of which I have spoken un-
to thee. Behold mine angel shall go 
before thee, nevertheless in the day 
when I shall visit I will punish the 
transgressors in another place. He 
saith fear him for my name is in him. 
Abraham heard his voice and saw 
visions and dreamed dreams and 
was obedient t o his voice. The 
Creator [was with the Israelites in 
Egypt and th rough the wilderness 
as He was with the first couple, 
Adam and Eve, in Eden. I t is illo-
gical and unreasonable t o suppose 
t h a t God created us with such high 
mental abilities and powers and en-
dowed us with a never-dying spirit 
t o have left us without a law t o be 
governed by. God is retr ibutory. 
He will cast out of His kingdom all 
who offend and their doom shall 
be t h a t of the cast out rebel devils 
who were cast down on our globe 
when in a; terrible condition and 
made t o suffer and will ultimately 
suffer the same punishment forever. 
This is no idle ta lk but a solum n 
and astounding reality. God gave 
his spirit pure to Adam and Eve but 
alas how are men and women now? 
Where there has been no fall there 
can be no res tora t ion; where there 
is no peril there is no salvation. 
South West, Ind. 
» ^ -a-
"A little leaven leavcneth the whole lump. 
Gal. v, 9. 
Leaven in the scriptures is a com-
mon emblem for moral corruption, 
and with one exception clearly 
signifies corrupt doctrines and 
practices. In the parable of the 
leaven, Math, xiii, 33 , it is gener-
ally supposed t o signify the word 
of God which works gradually and 
silently in the heart of the believer 
as leaven works in meal. But 
since leaven is used in nearly every 
instance t o represent corruption 
and wickedness in the church, it 
. _ 
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may possibly represent these same 
unfavorable conditions here also. 
Indeed some men eminent in the 
scriptures class the parable of the 
leaven with t h a t of the wheat and 
tares and the fishing' net as point-
ing out various and adverse con-
ditions and circumstances in the 
visible church of Christ. 
In Math, xvi, (5 the Savior cau-
tioned his disciples against the 
leaven of the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees. Both of these sects 
t a u g h t errors but opposite errors: 
the former added t o the word of 
God their own inventions and 
glosses which produced pride, envy 
and hypocrisy; the other took 
from the word of God for they de-
nied the resurrection of the dead 
and the immortal i ty of the soul. 
The church of Christ is t oday pass -
ing through a dangerous crisis. 
Our constant prayer ought always 
to be for her steadfastness and 
purity ' ' t ha t He might present i t 
to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle or any such 
th ing; but that it should be holy 
and without blemish." Eph. v, 27. 
"A little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump," theapos t le evidently alludes 
to the Jewish custom of put t ing 
away from their houses all leaven 
upon the approach of the feast of 
the passover, no particle was to be 
seen in any of their quarters. Much 
more let the church of Christ "purge 
out the old leaven" of malice, ill-
will, hatred and wickedness and let 
every one t h a t nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity. There-
fore let a man examine himself no t 
only as to his emotions and feel-
ings bu t also as t o his christian 
s ta te and character. Let us strive 
for inward purity and outward 
holiness t h a t we may clearly dis-
cern the Lord 's body and keep his 
feast with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and t ru th . The unleav-
ened bread ( than which none other 
should be used) is an ap t emblem 
wherewith t o commemorate the 
broken body of our Lord, since it 
points out the mind, feelings and 
dispositions of those who eat 
worthily. Finally may the body, 
the church always remain a "new 
lump" and may the Apostel's ad-
monition incite her to wariness 
against the artfulness and seduc-
tions of Satan. S. E. GRABILL. 
Martinsville. Pa. 
HOW PEIMITIVE CHEISTIANS PEAY-
ED. 
I t will do us good to observe how 
those early Christians did their 
praying1. There is not one wordy, 
long-winded, rambling specimen of 
prayer to be found in the record 
which Luke has left t o us. Jus t 
turn t o his account of the prayer-
meetings which he has given in the 
fourth chapter of his Book of Acts 
o r i n t h e twelfth chapter. Compare 
them with the average prayer-
meeting of our modern churches. 
At the first-mentioned meeting the 
apostolic company had a specific 
want to be supplied, they asked God 
t o give them "boldness to speak 
thy word." Their printed prayer 
occupies just seven sentences. In 
the following sentence it is narra ted 
t h a t they were a t once filled with 
the Holy Ghost and they spake the 
word of God with boldness. T h a t 
was praying a t a mark, they did 
not scatter their fire over an acre of 
vague generalities as is the manner 
in too many of our prayer gather-
ings. A distinct aim brought their 
requests to one given point. What 
they asked for they got . Not a 
shadow of doubt appear t o have 
crossed their minds t h a t God could 
not give them or would not give 
them the very thing the}' wanted. 
In drawing a check a t a bank, we 
never put anything on the face of 
the paper bu t the sum of money 
required. Fai th should be equally 
simple and concise when it "d raws" 
on the Giver of all grace. Observe, 
too , t h a t in t h a t little assemblage 
in the house of John Mark the one 
was t o deliver Peter from the dun-
geon. They prayed until they got 
him. In fact, the answer came so 
quick t h a t they were taken all 
aback when Rhoda reported t h a t 
Peter was actually s tanding a t the 
front door, they told her she was 
crazy or had seen his angel. There 
is many an imprisoned soul, fast 
bound by Sa tan ' s chains for whose 
deliverance we are t o pray. Nor 
should we cease praying until we 
see him a t the gateway of life 
knocking for admission. Certainly 
Peter 's individual case engaged the 
thoughts of the companj- assembled 
in Mark's house; bu t they were in 
earnest and never lost sight of 
their man until they had at tained 
their object.—The Christian. 
•* *» » 
THIS GOSPEL DO I THEEEPOEE NOW 
PEEAOH. 
Now i t is necessary in order to thy 
being released from guilt, and en-
titled to this high and complete 
felicity t h a t thou shouldst, before 
thou wilt venture t o apply to Jesus, 
bring any good works of thine own 
to recommend thee t o his accept-
ance. I t is indeed true, t h a t if thy 
faith be sincere, it will certainly pro-
duce them; but I have the author i ty 
of the word of God to tell thee, t h a t 
if thou this day sincerely believest 
in the name of the Son of God, thou 
shalt this day be taken under his 
care, and be numbered among those 
of his sheep, to whom he ha th 
graciously declared t h a t "He will 
give eternal life; and, t h a t they 
shall never perish." John x, 28. 
Thou has t no need therefore to say, 
"who shall go up t o heaven or who 
shall descend into the deep" for me? 
" F o r the word is nigh thee, in thy 
mouth and in thine hear t . " Horn, 
x, G, 7, 8. With this joyful message 
I leave thee; with this faithful say-
ing, "indeed worthy of all accepta-
t ion." 1 Tim. i, 15. 
With this gospel, 0 sinner, which 
is my life, and which, if thou dost 
n o t reject it, will be thinetoo.—SEE. 
m —> » '— 
Love, above all the attributes, seems to be 
God so loved all the world, 
That through love, he gave his only Soil, 
So that all within us be is love for thee. 
Love which God has so freely given me, 
So freely will that love be given you 
All may have that love as well as you and 
me 
Love divine so free it may dwell in thee. 
tTr-'tfraaaJBaa^ssas^; 
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THE MEETING OF OONFEEErJOE, 
In a little less t h a n two months 
our conference will meet in Miami 
co., Ohio and it is very impor tan t 
t h a t we should be ready. We sup-
pose most of our districts have held 
their councils and have appointed 
their delegates and have arranged 
their mat te rs for presentation but 
there may be some who have not 
and these should not fail t o at tend 
to it in time. Every district should 
be fully represented and the del-
egates should make it a point t o be 
there promptly on time and the 
district should make provision for 
the travelling expenses of those 
who represent them in conference. 
I t may and undoubtedly will cost 
something t o send delegates but all 
t h a t we have is a gift of God and 
he can withhold or give as i t seem-
eth good to him and we do believe 
t h a t every sacrifice made t o pro-
mote the cause of Christ will be at-
tended with blessings. 
FAITH. 
There is perhaps no subject so 
little understood by believers gen-
erally as t h a t of faith. Some peo-
ple seem to rely wholly upon the 
theory and without anything prac-
tical, they think they should receive 
all they desire simply because they 
desire it and in answer t o t h a t de-
sire they should have every wish 
gratified; others again seem to 
think t h a t the blessing is obtained 
by doing religion, t h a t if they ex-
pect t o get t o heaven they must 
and will obtain it by the formalities 
of their christian duties such for 
instance what may properly be 
called the ordinances of the house 
of God. They think by strictly at-
tending to these external duties 
they will be saved or by acts of be-
nevolence or deeds of charity t h a t 
will be to them a pass-port through 
the gates of heaven but while either 
or both of these positions are r ight 
in their proper place yet none of 
them alone can make the comer 
thereunto perfect. But faith which 
worketh by love will make those 
who are exercised thereby accept-
able t o God. In the first place we 
must have a living faith, a faith 
which will no t only believe t h a t 
God can accomplish all t h a t he 
promised but t h a t he will give us 
all things needful but their faith 
must be exemplified by its possessor 
in doing God's will, it must be a 
faith accompanied by works. The 
apostle James says "faith without 
works is dead even as the body 
without the spirit ." So then if we 
expect t o enjoy the favor and bless-
ings of God, it is very necessary, in 
fact, i t is absolutely necessary t h a t 
our faith should be accompanied by 
works. Then we can have the as-
surance t h a t we shall receive t h a t 
which we ask for. Our Saviour 
says upon a memorable occasion, 
"If ye abide in me and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what you 
will and it shall be granted unto 
you of my father" now then if we 
are not in Christ Jesus, we cannot 
abide in him but if we are in him 
then we must remain or as the 
SaAdour says abide in him and his 
word too must abide in us, t h a t is 
we must have such a reverence for 
his holy word t h a t we would no t 
under any consideration neglect or 
refuse t o comply with its teachings 
but his word will become spirit aud 
life t o us and we drink in i ts teach-
ings sacredly and it becomes the 
"living" word in us. Then the 
christian can with propriety^ and in 
t ru th ask what he will and i t will 
be granted unto him because being-
guided by the "Holy Spirit" 
he would not ask anything con-
t r a r y to the will of God, his prayer 
would be t h a t of "Faith.'' 
A QUERY. 
"But every woman that prayeth or proph-
esieth with her head uncovered dishonoreth 
her head ; for that is even all one as if she 
•were shaven. 
For if the woman be not covered, let her 
also be shorn ; but if it be a shame for a 
woman to he shorn or shaven, let her be cov-
ered. For this cause ought the woman to 
have power on her head because of the 
angels. Judge in yourselves, is it comely that 
a woman pray unto God uncovered. But if a 
woman have long hair, it is a glory to her ; for 
her hair is given her for a covering. 1 Cor. xi, 
5, 0, 10, 13,15. 
Please explain through the columns of the 
VISITOR what is meant by the prophecy here 
referred to ; also give your views of what the 
covering has reference and what is the power 
the woman ought to have on her head ? In 
the loth verse the covering has reference to 
the hair. Do the preceding verses refer to 
the same? If not then have the}' reference to 
the covering usually worn for protection ? In 
public worship it is customary for men to re-
move the covering worn for protection while 
custom forbids ladies to do so. If it is nec-
essary for men to remove the covering worn 
for protection, why is the same not sufficient 
for the covering of the womans head? 
Hope to receive satisfactory light on this 
subject for I am seeking the truth. * \ 
This question has so often been 
asked and as often answered, t h a t 
we should think there was no room 
for difference of opinion and yet we 
find we are confronted by the same 
question time and again. We are 
t augh t t h a t we should always be 
ready t o give a reason of the hope 
t h a t is within us, hence, we venture 
a reply believing t h a t our querist 
_̂—-
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has asked the question from an 
earnest desire to be.right and to do 
right. First then the word of God 
must be the basis of our hopes of 
heaven and t h a t made spirit and 
life must be our counsellor, and 
what t h a t teaches, all christians 
are in duty bound to observe and 
obey and what it forbids us t o do 
or t o teach none should or can 
teach without incurring the dis-
pleasure and condemnation of God. 
Then what does God's word teach 
in the scriptures above referred to ? 
Firs t we And a. line drawn between 
men and women as t o their appear-
ance in worship. The man praying 
or prophesying with his head cov-
ered dishonereth his head. T h a t 
then evidently means t h a t the 
artificial covering is t o be taken off 
during worship: but the woman 
praying or prophesying with her 
head uncovered dishonoreth her 
head, for t h a t is all one as if she 
were shaven. But if it is a shame 
for a woman to be shorn or shaven 
let her also be covered. But our 
querist in referring to the 15 verse 
says, the hair is given for a cover-
ing which is undoubtedly true, bu t 
not the covering referred to in the 
5, G, 10, 13 verses. There it means 
more t h a n the hair. 
We think it means an artificial 
cover: no t as a fashionable head 
dress, but as a sign of author i ty . 
In every instance in the authorized 
version from which we quote and 
where the word cover is used except 
in the 15 verse, the revised or new 
translat ion has it t ranslated veil, 
and evidently the clear meaning of 
the word would be something in 
addition to the hair. With regard 
t o the meaning of the word power, 
because of the angels, there might 
be some difference and in fact we 
see t h a t writers do differ. But t o 
us the plain import of what the 
scripture intends t o convey is t h a t 
the covering is a mark of humility 
as well as of puri ty and of a holy 
life and hence of power. 
Now then the fashionable head 
dress is dispensed with as well as 
the gold or pearls or costly ar ray . 
They are not needed for the christ-
ian lady shows by her godly walk 
and chaste conversation t h a t she 
has been with Christ and learned of 
him. 
Before we close this subject we will 
call the at tent ion of our querist 
as well as other readers of the VIS-
ITOR, t o some passage of sacred 
writ t h a t we think will be food for 
thought if not directly refering t o the 
subject under consideration alone; 
yet apply und oubtedly to the gen-
eral deportment of the Christian; 
The first we find in Komansxii, 1, 2; 
1st Tim. ii, 8, 9, 1 0 ; 1st Pet , iii, 3 . 
We might quote more but let this 
suffice. 
We will say in conclusion t h a t 
we very reluctantly enter into 
a consideration of this subject and 
on no account would we have done 
it only, because duty seemed t o r e -
quire a faithful reply t o the ques-
tion asked. 
I t is probably not necssary t o in-
sert the names of all the roads in 
the t runk line association over 
which our people in the east, north-
east and south-east will come who 
purpose to a t tend the conference 
a t West Milton, Ohio, May, 2 1 ; 
bu fc we would s t a t e t h a t nearly all 
the t runk lines and many of their 
connections are in the association. 
I t is however necessary t h a t all 
who at tend should provide them-
selves with certificates as s ta ted by 
Bro. Miller and should apply t o 
him in time. 
We would call the at tent ion of 
those who have promised special 
contributions for the semi-monthly 
VISITOR t h a t i ts publication semi-
monthly is a reality and we would 
be very grateful t o all for help. 
While some have responded liber-
ally and promptly, there are others 
t h a t probably may have forgotten; 
we refer t o this ma t t e r very reluc-
tan t ly but we t rus t t h a t our friends 
will remember t h a t this work is at-
tended with almost daily expense 
and we are hardly so situated t h a t 
we can advance the money and yet 
our bills must be met. 
We are necessitated t o call the 
at tent ion of those of our subscribers 
who are in arears with their sub-
scription, we think all those who 
have no t paid up to 1890 should 
do so a t once; we very much need 
the money and would earnestly 
urge you to see t o it. There may 
be some error in the credit on the 
label and if there is please let us 
know what i t is and we will make 
all right, we will soon be more fav-
orably situated and can a t tend to 
our duties personalty and we hope 
more satisfactory. 
a — » 
E. E, EATES TO GEEEEAL COEFEE-
EECE. 
DAYTON, OHIO, MAR. 20.—The fol-
lowing arrangements have been 
made with the B. R, Co's. for dele-
gates and all who. a t tend Annual 
Council, May 21st, a t West Milton, 
Miami Co., Ohio: 
The Central Traffic and Trunk 
Line Associations have granted the 
1% fare rate , providing there are in 
at tendance fifty or more persons 
holding certificates. The two Asso-
ciations mutually agree to count as 
one. The Central Traffic Associa-
t ion 's t e r r i to ry ' s as follows : Bound-
ed on the east by Pi t tsburg, Sala-
manca, Buffalo and Toron to ; on 
the nor th by the s ta te of Michigan 
(which s ta te has withdrawn from 
the Association but have a two cent 
r a t e ) ; on the west by the west line 
of Cook county and the 111. and Miss, 
rivers, to Cairo, including Burling-
ton, Keokuk, Quincy, Hannibal and 
St. Louis; and on the south by the 
Ohio river. The AVestern States 
Passenger Association will n ot allow 
this reduction. Bro. A. M. Engleof 
Detroit, Kan. , is authorized t o se-
cure special rates if possible, t o 
Chicago. Bro. H. R, Heise of Vic-
tor ia Square, for the Canada breth-
ren. There will be two t ra ins daily 
each way on the Dayton, F t . W. & 
Chicago R. B. Delegates coming 
from the east or west on the Penn-
sylvania lines can take the Chicago, 
St. Louis & Pi t t sburgh division t o 
Covington, 0. , the D., F t , W. & 
Chicago R. R. Crossing or come t o 
i a a a r - r - j 
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DajTton on the Litt le Miami division. 
The la t ter route will require two 
changes west of Columbus and the 
first named only one change. Dele-
gates coming over the Ohio, Indiana 
& Western It. It. will change a t Lud-
low Falls. 
The tickets can be purchased on 
the 18th, and are good until the 
25th. Certificates will only be fur-
nished on application for tickets. 
All who have written for circulars of 
instructions will receive them soon. 
And others can be had by writing to 
me. 
A. J. MILLER. 
427 S. Broadway, Dayton, Ohio. 
1 j « i> fli 
OHURCH NEWS. 
On the 9th inst. Sunday, I began 
a series of meetings in Rainham, in 
the Bethel church and continued a 
few nights b u t as the weather was 
very unfavorable for meetings and 
the roads broke up, we were com-
pelled t o close meetings for the 
present. The Brethren seem an-
xious for meetings in this p a r t and 
also the surroundings are favorable 
but as some families are down with 
L a Grippe, it seems t o hinder our 
meeting together a t present. But 
we hope those t h a t are unsaved 
will no t wait for meetings but 
s t a r t a t home. Give yo nr heart t o 
God before i t is t oo late. 
J . W. HOOVER. 
A series of meetings were com-
menced on the evening of the 18th 
of Feburary in the Brethren's 
meeting house two and a half miles 
south of Fordwich by Bro. John 
H. Smith of Ea ton co., Mich, and 
the writer and were continued until 
the evening of the 9th of March. 
The meetings were pret ty well at-
tended and a deep interest pre-
vailed th roughout the meetings. 
The brethren and sisters all seemed 
alive to the work and we were truly 
made t o feel the presence of the 
spirit of the Lord in our midst. 
Three souls made a s t a r t for the 
kingdom and are seemingly in good 
earnest t o follow the Saviour. No 
doubt some deep impressions have 
been made upon many more minds 
and God only knows what may be 
the outcome of these meetings. 
JOHN REICHARD. 
Fordwich, March 11, 1890. 
Dear Editor and friends of the 
VISITOR : I would like in some way 
to tell how I appreciate our church 
paper and especially since it comes 
twice a month. 
I always receive i t with much 
pleasure !and take a great deal of 
comfort and spiritual food by read-
ing its columns. I can t ruly say i t 
is food t o a hungry soul, as I am 
deprived of meeting with the breth-
ren and sisters as I am living so far 
from them and feel t h a t I need all 
the spiritual help within my reach. 
I do not think any of us can afford 
to do without it, as it is one of the 
many means t h a t we can get light 
in our Christian life. I love the 
church and feel like casting in my 
mite with the people of God and 
encourage this good work and the 
upbuilding of his cause with my fee-
ble efforts. 
When I s top to think of His great 
love toward me and his protecting 
care, I feel like praising Him with all 
my hear t and soy, "Behold what 
manner of love the Fa ther ha th be-
stowed upon us ." John iii, 1. 
There are so many grand oppor-
tunities of doing good t h a t we allow 
t o pass by. if we are not careful and 
watch and pray. "The harvest is so 
great and the laborers arefew ; t h a t 
it becomes us t o be up and doing 
with all our might ; whatever we 
find t o do t o the honor and glory of 
God. 
When I look over the columns of 
the VISITOR and see t h a t many of 
our old fathers and mothers in Is-
rael, who have passed away, many 
of whom our voices have mingled 
together, we evidently believe t h a t 
they are happy on the golden s t rand 
awaiting us there. Should it no t 
cause us to work with all our might 
and rescue perishing souls while the 
time is so short and the work so 
great ? 
So ready to do and to dare, 
Should I in my places stand 
Fulfilling the Master's will. 
Fulfilling the soul's demand, 
For though as the mountains high 
The billows may rear and toss, 
They'll not overwhelm, if the Lord's at the 
helm, 
"When the difficulty river we cross. 
E L I Z A B E T H B . W I N G E R T . 
Dorrance, Kan. 
* ^ » 
In my going about I invariably 
notice tha t , where the members of a 
church are taking our church paper 
pre t ty generally, there is life and 
interest manifested in the welfare 
and work of the church, and when 
the churches don' t patronize the 
paper pret ty generally i t is just the 
reverse. I venture this s ta tement 
will hold good in almost every case. 
Our duty as preachers and workers 
in the church, therefore, is plainly 
evident. Let us not, then, abate 
our energies until all, rich and poor, 
are provided with our church paper. 
In case any are too poor to pay for 
the paper, the church in which such 
members live ought t o be enough 
interested in their welfare and en-
joyment t o pay for_the same. 
The more I consider the needs of 
the church, the more convinced am 
I t h a t the t rue method of unifying 
and inspiring the churches t o a 
greater activity and interest in the 
work of saving souls, educating the 
uneducated, raising the fallen, com-
forting the needy, and a host of 
other things for which the church 
ought t o be noted, is t o publish a 
good, sound, spiritual and elevat-
ing paper, and then have all the 
members t ake it. All political par-
ties recognize the utility and neces-
sity of a well-conducted paper as an 
educating and strengthening means 
in all impor tan t political under-
takings, and, politically speaking 
any man would be considered a 
poor pa r ty man who would not 
patronize the paper of his p a r t y , ' 
And if, in the political world, one 
would be considered a poor par ty 
man not t o t ake the paper of his 
par ty , why would no t a church 
member be a poor church member, 
all things being equal, did he not 
take the paper of his church ? This 
- . .^^rm^-om^Y •-JfF̂**" ---_.-_.. 
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is hard logic, I know, but if it is 
logic in the one case, it must be 
logic in the other case. The only 
way to avoid the sad predicament 
of being a poor church member, ex-
cept in cases of blindness or extreme 
poverty, is t o take the church pa-
per, and keep posted on the affairs 
and work of the church. How can 
we work together and push forward 
the good work of saving souls and 
doing good in a general way, when 
we are no t b rought together by an 
agency of some kind or the other? 
—JACOB T. MYERS in Gospel Mes-
senger. 
I wish t o speak a, few words 
through the VISITOR to the Breth-
ren and sisters of the church t h a t 
we are t ry ing to build up a branch 
near Oakwood, Paulding county, 
Ohio. We have six members in the 
flock and are doing well and I think 
t h a t the prospects are favorable 
for our number t o increase. If 
some of our ministers will volunteer 
t o come and help Bro. Lighthill 
once a month t o preach and carry 
on the work, I believe t h a t much 
good could be done in the neighbor-
hood. 
Bro. B. F . Hoover has charge of 
our little flock and is well beloved 
by all of the community. Bro. 
Hoover has so much t o look after 
t h a t he cannot come as often as we 
would like for him to come and 
hold meetings: this is why we make 
this call th rough the VISITOR as 
Christ told Peter t o feed his sheep 
and lambs. Brethren this little 
flock needs t o be fed with spiritual 
food and you t h a t have plenty and 
some to spare just think of your 
s tarving brethren and sisters all 
th rough the land. 0 do come this 
way and feed poor s tarv ing souls, 
I am here alone and want company 
and believe t h a t I could have some 
company if the Brethren would on-
ly come here and introduce 
the Brethren's doctrine. Who 
will be first t o volunteer t o come 
and help us here in the mission 
field to build up the cause of Christ. 
I will say t h a t if any brother either 
minister or lay wishing t o hunt 
a new location t o come this way 
and look a t our country and see 
what can be done here in this p a r t ; 
land is very reasonable and our 
markets are good, we would be 
pleased t o have some of the breth-
ren t o come and locate with us and 
will say t o the brethren t h a t they 
will be gladly received a t any time 
t h a t they will come. J u s t write 
when you will come and we will 
meet you a t the depot. I live 2 
miles east of Spencerville, Allen co., 
Ohio on the Lima Pike and Bro. 
Lighthill lives 2% miles north-east 
of Oakwood, Paulding co., Ohio. 
If any brother passing through 
wishes to s top off and pay us a 
visit you can easily find us. 
We truly hope t h a t the brethren 
will remember us lonely sheep and 
see t h a t we are fed. 
Yours in love, 
C. M. P E T E R S O N . 
Spencerville, Ohio. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE BE0TH-
EEH00D IN MONTGOMEEY AND 
BUCKS CO., FA. 
I was born in Montgomery co., 
Pa . in the .year 1817 and born 
again as we read in the Gospel by 
St. John hi, 3, in the year 1829. I 
did not fully know a t the t ime what 
it meant. I felt such a great 
change t h a t it appeared t o me the 
people could see t h a t there was a 
change. 
There were no brethren living 
within fifty miles of us. About the 
year 1831-2 there was a revival 
of religion in the neighborhood. 
John Gotwals was converted and 
got the brethren t o come in and 
have meetings. The first I saw 
baptized was John Gotwals and 
wife, next was old Jacob Cassel and 
wife and his son John and daughter 
Susanna, then I was baptized and 
John Gotwals' wife and Elizabeth 
Gotwals. At t h a t time the Breth-
ren were looked upon as a very pe-
culiar people in their dress. The 
first minister was John Cassel, the 
next was John Gotwals then Chris-
t ian H alderman then Henry Gray-
bell then Henry Landis and George 
Tyson. 
In 1845 we moved t o Bucks co., 
Pa . where land was cheaper, a dis-
tance of 16 miles from the brethren 
but not without prayer for guid-
ance, it was here Ave learned what it 
was t o be away from preaching and 
the prayer-meeting and I would 
from my own experience warn the 
brethren t o be careful about where 
they locate unless they know t h a t 
it is by the direction of the Spirit of 
God. Well here we were a gazing 
stock. When we went t o other 
meetings all eyes were turned 
toward us and we had t o bear 
many things but in conversation 
with a man t h a t worked for me, 
the subject of religion came up, I 
told him the doctrine Ave believed 
t o be doctrine of the New Test-
ament Avas t h a t men and Avomen 
must repent of their sins, come t o 
Christ and obtain pardon for their 
sins. I asked him about those Avho 
received their members into the 
church without the evidence of for-
giveness of sin and Avhose lives 
show not so much change from the 
Avorld. But the church grew even 
in the midst of the opposition and 
tins man t h a t a t first seemed op-
posed, united with the church as 
well as his Avife. Martin Angle-
mayer and Avife Avere the first t h a t 
united with the church, afterward 
John Kauffman and Avife then 
Isaac Detweiler and wife, and the 
church increased until there were 
abou t 40 members though the 
number is less than t h a t now. 
Isaac DetAveiler Avas the first 
minister in Bucks co., then Henry 
Rosenberger, afterwards Joseph 
DetAveiler. John Cassel Avas the 
first Bishop for the two districts, 
after his death Henry Rosenberger 
Avas elected and is noAV the Bishop 
there. All AVIIO Avere chosen t o the 
ministry are yet living except Bro. 
Cassel. CHRISTIAN WISMER. 
Lawnsdale, Bucks co., Pa. 
The wicked borroAveth and pay-
eth not again but the righteous is 
ever merciful and lendeth. 
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LUKE 16, 19, 
There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen and fared 
sumptuously every day ; and there was a 
certain beggar named Lazarus, which was 
laid at his gate, full of sores, etc. 
Ill s tudying the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus it should be 
noticed 1. T h a t the rich man is 
not punished for being rich nor the 
poor man rewarded for being poor, 
riches are no crime, neither is pov-
erty virtue. The different con-
ditions of human life are an ordin-
ace of God intended to bind us all 
together in mutual dependence, by 
exercising us in various charities of 
life, and riches are to be regarded 
as one of the many talents for use 
of which an account must be given. 
2. There is, generally speaking, 
more danger t o the soul from riches 
than from poverty! as riches afford 
the means of indulging t h a t nat-
ural love of ease and sensual pleas-
ure which the christian should ever 
be striving against , it is too com-
monly found t h a t the rich give 
away t o the tempta t ion and instead 
of considering themselves God's 
stewards for the poor, bound in 
labor in useful and charitable 
works but they are a p t t o live most 
for themselves in present pleasures. 
Pride and idleness too often go 
with fullness of bread," and accus-
tomed t o indulge i ts worldly and 
carnal lusts becomes hardened in 
selfishness and sensuality; thus i t i s 
found t h a t rich and luxurious 
people are unwilling even t o hear 
of the sorrow and sufferings of 
their fellowmen. They do not like 
to be reminded t h a t such things are 
the common lot of man, they hide 
their faces from the sight of such 
calamities and still more do they 
banish from their minds the 
thought of death, of God, and 
eternity. 
3. We should again and again 
meditate on the insight which the 
parable affords of the world t o 
come. The great t r u t h is plainly 
intimated t h a t there are but two 
conditions hereafter; the one joy 
unspeakable; the other of torment 
and misery and between the two a 
great gulf is fixed, so t h a t there is 
no way of passing from the one 
condition to the other; or in other 
words, there is no room for repent-
ance in the grave. 
4. We here learn the sufficiency 
of revelation. "If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets ," said 
Abraham to the rich man 's entreaty 
"neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead." 
People are ap t t o think t h a t if they 
actually saw an angel from heaven 
or a departed friend from the dead, 
they would be moved to a livelier-
faith t han they a t present have 
and a deeper repentance; bu t what 
could such a visitor tell us t h a t we 
know not now? I t is no t want of 
testimony which keeps us from 
living a godly life bu t want of heart 
for such a life. We know the main 
t ru ths which it concerns us t o be 
informed of with as much certainty 
now as if one had risen from the 
dead t o tell us of them. An im-
pression might indeed be made on 
us by such a visitor from the unseen 
world; but impressions of t h a t 
sort soon wear off and after a time 
we should begin to doubt our 
senses might not have been deceived 
as to the reality of what we believed 
in, on their testimony. When 
Lazarus, the brother of Mar tha 
and Mary rose from the dead, we 
do not find the Jews in general 
persuaded t o forsake their sins, nor 
yet when our Lord Himself rose 
again. 
I t is sad when we look into the 
parable, how the rich man can pass 
over by reading it and how careless 
still go on as he always did, neg-
ligent t o perform the duty towards 
the poor and the needy, but he 
looks t o himself alone, like the rich 
man we read of in Luke, xii, 15-21 , 
t rus t ing in this world's goods 
stored up for himself, got ten by his 
own strength and arm, as we have 
heard some express themselves, 
no t considering t h a t riches and 
poverty are in the hands of God. 
We find in the word of God t h a t 
there are to be poor as long as this 
world will s tand and as God has a 
peculiar care for them, he com-
mands the rich t o open their hand 
wide unto their poor brethren. 
Deut. xv, 11 , and our Lord himself 
said t h a t the poor ye have always 
with you and if you will do good 
do it unto them. Again Paul said, 
t h a t we are t o do good unto all 
men but especially to the household 
of God, and John says in first 
epistle, iii, 17 "But whoso ha th this 
world's goods and seeth his broth-
er have need and shut te th up his 
bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in 
him ?" There are many poor in the 
land, often perhaps for some days 
without anything to eat and neg-
lected by the rich just the same as 
Lazarus without mercy as we have 
it in the parable and even as I have 
seen of a case no t long ago, even 
among such as make grea t pro-
fession. "He t h a t knoweth t o do 
good and doeth i t not , t o him it is 
a sin." My beloved brethren, let 
us love one another with fervency 
and not in word, neither in tongue; 
but in deed and in t ru th . Dear 
reader I would ask for love's sake, 
if you have been born again and 
been faithful in your calling and 
shown mercy towards the poor and 
needy, then you can rest with a 
sure reward of everlasting life as 
we read in God's word, t h a t by 
the giving of alms will cover a mul-
t i tude of sins and delivereth from 
death; but if otherwise, our por-
tion will be with the rich man, in 
everlasting punishment where the 
fire will no t be quenched and where 
their worm dieth not . I would yet 
sa.y in conclusion, let us fear God 
and keep his commandments, and 
to love our neighbor as ourself for 
this is the fulfilment of the law and 
the prophets. This is the prayer of 
the writer.—Selected by HEINHICH 
K L I P P E R T . 
Come thou source of life and power, 
Safely lead us every hour : 
Guide our footsteps t h r o u g h t h e yea r ; 
Fill our hea r t s with holy fear ; 
Keep us from t h e ways of sin, 
Thus may we t h e year begin. 
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0HEISTIA1T TESTIMONY, 
As I enjoy reading the experience 
of others in the VISITOR, I have felt 
it also a duty t o let the readers of 
the VISITOR know how the Lord has 
called me from darkness t o light. I 
was brought t o see myself a sinner 
in my young years but did not yield 
until after I was married. Then a t 
a revival meeting my sins were par-
doned and I united with the church 
and was baptized in their way by 
sprinkling, but I did not feel satisfi-
ed t h a t was the way according t o 
the gospel, but I thought there were 
good folks in t h a t church and if it 
done for them it ought t o do for me. 
But i t was no t long until I became 
dissatisfied and the more I read, the 
more the Lord let me know t h a t 
more was required of me, and in this 
condi t ionI lived twenty-six years ; 
then I withdrew altogether from the 
church. I remained in this condi-
tion for some time. I was a t last 
led t o the feet of my dear Saviour 
and there to learn of Him my duty. 
My prayer was, t h a t he would help 
me t h a t I might come just as he 
wanted me to . In this condition I 
went one night to meeting where 
these humble people, the .Paver 
Brethren, were holding a series of 
meetings, and they gave an invita-
tion t o speak for the Lord. I felt so 
impressed t h a t I could not keep my 
seat. I arose, scarcely knowing 
what to say, but I just gave my 
heart to God and asked him t o take 
fall possession. I told the brethren 
and sisters t h a t I was trying t o 
serve the same God t h a t they were 
and was aiming for the same place 
but was not satisfied with my con-
dition. I asked them t o pray for 
me. I found them so wiliingtohelp 
me and pointed t o the Lamb of God 
who died t o save me from my lost 
condition. I soon gained strength 
and faith and t rus t in God, and felt 
t h a t these people loved one another, 
and t h a t was what I felt was too 
much lacking where I formerlybe-
longed and which we must have if 
we want t o be a true child of God. 
Las t June I was baptized and six 
others, and now I can say, I am 
strong in the love of God and can 
recommend this religion t o every 
one. I always felt t h a t their must 
be a coming out from among the 
world and t o be a separate people. 
I am not blessed with good learning 
or I would like t o write more. But 
I do hope t o hear more from those 
t ha t are able t o write. I t does me 
much good to hear of the young 
brethren and sisters conversions and 
Christian experience, bu t I will close 
for this t ime; asking an interest in 
your prayers. I am now nearly 
fifty-three years old, and not one 
year yet in his service with you, but 
I do delight t o meet with the chil-
dren of God in worship. 
L Y D I A O T E W A L T . 
North Hampton, 0 . 
In all sin there is t o be found a 
sort of infernal delight and this is 
the chief source of your danger. The 
rum-drinker, with his depraved 
heart finds more carnal enjoyment, 
and feels more a t home in the bar-
room, t han he would in a prayer-
meeting. The gambler, with, his 
wicked heart , finds more pleasure 
a t the gambler 's table than he 
would a t the Lord's table, so it is 
throughout the whole catalogue of 
evil habits . "Whosoever therefore 
will be the friend of the world is the 
enemv of God." James iv, 4. 
Did you ever know a loud, harsh 
tone of voice produce a pleasant ef-
fect on a child? Does it ever bring 
a look of submission and. love into 
the youthful eyes? I never saw it. 
Then, mothers, why will you so oft-
en allow high-pitched and scowling 
brows to play such a prominent pa r t 
in your family discipline ? The silk-
en cord of love and the music of lov-
ing tones, is capable of drawing the 
young hear t where you will. I t is 
ignorance t h a t causes so many 
mothers to fail in this part icular 
point, or is it want of self-control ? 
'Tis "never too late t o mend," so if 
heretofore frowns and threa ts has 
bee'ii*5'our scepter^ exchange it for 
t h a t love, gentleness and firmness, 




Mind your tongue! Don' t let it 
speak hasty, cruel, unkind or wicked 
words. 
Mind your eyes! Don't permit 
them to look on wicked books, pic-
tures or objects. 
Mind your ears! Don't suffer them 
to listen t o wicked speeches, songs 
or words. 
Mind your lips! Don't let tobacco 
touch them. Don't let s t rong drink 
pass them. Don't allow anything 
unclean or injurious pass through 
them. 
Mind your hands! Don't let them 
steal or fight, or- write any evil 
words. 
Mind your feet! Don't let them 
walk in the steps of the wicked. 
Mind your hear t ! Don't let the 
love of sin dwell in it. Don't giveit 
to satan, but ask Jesus t o make it 
His throne.—SEL. 
•m « z> -
When you transgress, fear not t o 
return. 
"My son, give me thine heart and 
let thine eyes observe my ways." 
Pro . xxiii, 2(5. 
From "only" one word many quarrels begin , 
And "only this one" leads to many a sin. 
"Only a penny" wastes many a pound ; 
"Only once more" and the diver is drowned ; 
"Only one drop" many drunkards has made, 
"Only a play" many gamblers have said ; 
"Only a cold" opens many a grave, 
"Only resist" many evils will save.—SEL. 
"Speak a shade more kindly 
Than a year before, 
Pray a little oftener, 
Love a little more. 
Cling a little closer 
To the Father 's love, 
Life below shall liker grow 
To the life above."—SET. 
"Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of t hy youth ." 
The more the eoul grows i n 
graces, and the less it leans on or-
dinances, the more it will prize 
them, need them, and profit by 
them. 
. . 
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HELIGIOVS LIFE M l EIPEHIICE. 
PEAYEE. 
Watch and pray that }'e enter not into temp-
tation. 
P r a y without ceasing as is the 
teaching of the holy word of God. 
While busy about my work this 
morning these few lines of the 
beautiful and well known hymn 
Sweet Hour of prayer 
And shout while passing through the air, 
Farewell, farewell, sweet hour of prayer. 
came t o my mind and broke forth 
in song, the t rue import of these 
lines seemed to present themselves 
to my mind and I thought it a 
beautiful subject on which t o base a 
few thoughts and if it is God's will, 
t o be presented to the brethren and 
sisters for further thought . Do we 
professing Christianity pray enough 
do we carry everything to God in 
prayer. Oh, what a privilege to 
the weak child of God t h a t we have 
free access to God's throne, t h a t we 
can bow in any place or even in 
spirit, if we cannot find a place in 
which we can more humbly pray 
and t h a t our petitions will be pre-
sented before the Fa ther and t h a t 
God himself will hear our feeble 
prayers. Oh cau it be possiblethat 
the same God t h a t created heaven 
and earth, the sea and all t h a t in 
them is will hear a feeble prayer 
from such a worm as I, it seems al-
most too much for me to realize 
and yet the holy word of God 
teaches me t h a t if we are truly 
seeking him t h a t he does hear and 
more than t h a t dear brother and 
sister He answers them I know for 
myself and not another t h a t he 
hears and answers prayer, I have 
seen what I have prayed for to 
come to pass, it is no t because l a m 
better than others, not a t al l : we 
are to esteem others better t han 
ourselves, it is because of his mercy 
and his love to usward t h a t he 
condescended to do so much for us. 
I feel the need of prayer both to 
pray and be prayed for. I find 
t h a t when I neglect t o pray often 
t h a t the enemy of the soul presents 
himself in more ways than one, no t 
always as a roar ing lion does he 
t ry to lead us as t ray . 
The scripture teaches us t h a t 
man's heart is deceitful and des-
perately wicked, so if we forget t o 
pray we have nothing to rely on 
since our own hearts will deceive ns. 
Let us pray t h a t our t rue condition 
be revealed t o us t h a t the flesh may 
not cause us to err. He has told 
us to ask t h a t ye may receive t h a t 
your joy may be full. Let us con-
tinue to pray for others also and 
do all the good]jwe can in being in-
strumental in the hands of God in 
saving many precious souls. Let 
us live more holy lives before 
the Lord and set a better example 
before our children and with care 
and diligence bring up our children 
in the fear and admonition of the 
Lord. Let us be careful how we en-
courage .our children in worldly 
th ings ; in pride especially because 
the seed of pride sown in a young 
and tender hear t will remain there 
and roo t before you are awyare and 
might prove the ruination of your 
child's soul. 
I t is a sad and lamentable fact 
Ave natural ly leo.n to the world in-
stead of from it. Then "Watch and 
pray lest ye enter into t empta t ion . " 
Take it t o the Lord in prayer, in his 
arms he'll take and shield thee, 
thou wilt find a. solace there. Let 
ns fight the good fight of faith. 
Let us put on the whole a rmor of 
righteousness, even the breast-
plate of faith. Finish the work he 
has given us t o do and then we can 
t ruly shout while passing through 
the air, Farewell, sweet hour of 
prayer. ABBIE CRESS. 
Abilene, Kan. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
GOD BLESS YOU. 
Man has ever been the subject of 
God's Divine favor and al though 
man has often become wayward 
and rebellious towards God and 
thus has drawn upon himself a 
curse yet when man repented 
again and turned from his erring-
way, God has not withheld his 
blessing for i t is designed t h a t man 
should enjoy the blessing of God, 
and what would man be if he were 
not permitted to enjoy some of 
God's blessing. 
Though God's blessings vary in 
their nature and magnitude yet 
from the knowledge of the fact t h a t 
God can help when all human aid is 
of no avail, man and woman have 
taken their "refuge" t o God and 
found him "a very present help in 
t rouble." And a very common 
phrase is the "God bless you" when 
we meet a man or a woman in deep 
sorrow or trouble and from the 
fact t h a t we know t h a t God has 
promised t o be with his people in 
time of trouble, we take comfort 
from the phrase "God bless you." 
If we were t o trace the pa thway of 
the christian pilgrimage, we would 
find t h a t it has been leading more 
or less through sorrow, grief, temp-
ta t ion and discouragement but 
perhaps in some of these t rying 
moments the child of God has been 
comforted by some kind word and 
sympathetic friend who has said 
"God bless you." Oh, if we could 
only more fully realize the soothing 
balm, the healing virtue and en-
couraging power which is contained 
in a kind word of encouragement 
and the inspiring benediction of 
"God bless you" to a tried and 
troubled soul. 
Notwithstanding all God's in-
vitat ions and the promises given 
and all his mercies shown and in 
many ways exhibiting this won-
derous love toward all humanity— 
yet how strange—we see man is so 
loath to being brought under the 
influence of God's blessings in its 
divine nature. Very t rue man is 
ever ready to accept God's blessing 
in a temporal form or bodily com-
fort but when God offers t o bless 
man with his divine blessing namely 
to give him spiritual joy and hap-
piness, peace of mind and in the 
world to come eternal life, we would 
again sav how loath is the noblest 
of God's creatures, the human be-
ing t o accept those heavenly and 
divine blessings. Yet we feel t o re-
joice t h a t God has his blessings in 
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store for all those who come unto 
him with an humble heart and 
give themselves up into the guid-
ance of his Holy Spirit. And while 
I am musing over . God's bountiful 
store of blessing, my mind has been 
running out t o some who would 
seem to be special subjects for God's 
blessing. And even while we are 
looking over the wide world and 
behold the varied and manifold 
straitened condition of mankind 
t h a t are in need of a higher power 
to sustain them in their t rying mo-
ments, our hearts are drawn out in 
prayer t o God t h a t he may bless 
them both spiritually and tempor-
ally. But perhaps there are none 
more in need of our sympathy than 
the minister of the gospel who has 
given himself up to the work and is 
labouring in either evangelistic or 
revival work and in order t o do 
this is called t o par t awhile with 
his dear companion and family and 
when we look upon the sacrifice 
which is made by husband, wife and 
family in order t h a t the cause of 
Christ may be advanced and souls 
brought t o Christ, we feel impressed 
with the fact t h a t such indeed are 
special subjects for God's grace and 
the guidance of His Holy Spirit. 
And such should often be met with 
a heartfelt "God bless you." 
Moreover there are the home 
ministers and there is the laity 
both s t rong and weak and there 
are those who have just lately 
stepped on the rock Christ Jesus 
and are as it were tender lambs as 
yet. And again there are those 
who are yet outside the fold pon-
dering over the plan of salvation 
which should often be met with a 
heartfelt "God bless you." 
Nor do we forget our dear Bro. 
Editor wdio has the charge of a 
noble yet responsible work and 
with an emotion which is better 
felt t han expressed would say "God 
bless you" JOHN REICHARD. 
Fordwich, Ont. 
There is a way t h a t seemeth right 
unto a man but the end thereof are 
the ways of death.—Solomon. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
LOOKING POEWAED. 
The writer of these lines was con-
verted when quite young, yes 
changed, brought from darkness t o 
light. I l iad evidence of this because 
I loved the brethren, not only this, 
but I loved the things I formerly 
despised. I truly felt the Saviour 
precious t o my soul and during the 
shor t service, I have experienced 
much. When I engaged in this 
service a good many started with 
me, were converted and enjoyed 
religion as I did for a time but 
through the tempta t ions of Satan, 
their faith became weak and some 
of them were taken captive. How 
sad it is t o hear of such who have 
come out from the world and again 
given way to the adversary. There 
must be a cause for this and who is 
to blame? What a sad thing t o 
lay down the work of so great im-
portance. But let us remember 
t h a t the only one t h a t can keep us 
from falling is Christ and by com-
ing to him, not asking amiss we 
shall receive. Let us profit by 
Christ's answer t o Satan when he 
came to tempt by saying " i t is 
written, thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God and him only shalt 
thou serve. Let us draw near with 
a t rue heart in full assurance of faith 
having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us 
hold fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering." Heb. x, 22, 23 . 
Dear brother and sister, knowing 
and seeing the danger of falling in-
to sin, let us be very careful, ever 
looking forward t o the recompense 
of reward. If we have come short 
let this not discourage us but with 
the Apostle Paul forgetting the 
things t h a t are behind (as we can-
not recall them) and press forward 
toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God. Let us 
not trifle with religion for it is a, 
fearful thing t o fall into the hands 
of the living God. Heb. x, 28, 29. 
"He t h a t despised Moses's law' died 
without mercj' under two or three 
witnesses: of how much sorer pun-
ishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
thought worthy, who ha th trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and 
ha th counted* the blood of the cov-
enant, wherewith he was sanctified, 
an unholy th ing." 
Le tus look t o our commencement 
when we first found peace t o our 
souls, how earnest we were and 
how fearful of ut ter ing an unjust 
wrord or of engaging in anything 
contrary t o the will of God. Let 
us ask God and t rus t him for his 
"•race which is sufficient to carry 
us through. Let us remember t h a t 
Christ was tempted as we are but 
he was not moved but said get be-
hind me Satan. How st rong and 
unmoved we are in our first service. 
Why? Because we were sincere, 
asking only for the things we really 
needed and t h a t in faith we may 
often feel as though our prayers 
are not heard, if so perhaps we are 
too formal and want t o praise God 
only with our lips and our hear ts 
be far from us. Now the first shall 
live by faith but if any man draw 
back my soul shall have no pleasure 
him. But we are not of them who 
draw back unto perdition but of 
them t h a t believe t o the saving of 
the soul. Heb. x, 38, 39. 
A. J . H E I S E . 
Hamlin, Kas. 
CHEISTIAN EXPEEIENOE. 
I have lately been much impressed 
t o write a few lines for the VISITOR. 
I t is indeed a welcome visitor t o our 
home. I t gives me great pleasure 
to read and compare our experienc-
es, while travelling to our celestial 
home. 1 also found myself a sinner, 
one t h a t was lost and undone, but 
by throwing myself on God's mercy 
He pardoned my sins and set me free, 
and placed me in the liberty of the 
; 'children of God.' ' Although many 
years have passed since, I see, 
when I look back, t h a t I have come 
far short, and have not lived up t o 
the requirements of God's word, as 
has been my privilege, yet mercy 
never left me, and I feel the nearer I 
live t o God, the more I feel his bless-
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ings. I feel much encouraged t o go 
on in this good way. I have recent-
ly made a new s t a r t and I am will-
ing t o obey the commandments of 
God, as far as He will give me grace. 
I have been much refreshed this win-
ter, while a t tending the revival 
meetings held in this place, which 
have proved such a blessing t o me 
and my. home. I feel t o rejoice in 
the God of our salvation and hope 
t h a t many more may be led t o the 
Saviour, t o t a s t e and see the good-
ness of God. 
I feel my time will no t be long 
here, and I want t o be prepared t o 
meet my God and t o be with Jesus, 
in the place prepared for all God's 
people. I beg an interest in your 
prayers, t h a t I may one day be 
found among t h a t happy number 
t h a t have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 
AVhen we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days, to sing God's praise, 
Then when we first begun. 
RICHARD F I S H E R . 
Nottawa, Ont. 
«c ^ - » 
From eight t o sixteen is the period 
in which the destinies of children are 
fixed, in forty-nine cases out of fifty 
—fixed by the parent . Let every 
father and mother solemnly vow, 
"By God's help, I'll fix my darling's 
destiny for good by making home 
more a t t rac t ive than the s t reet ;" 
so says a wise man, whose advice 
all parents would do well to follow. 
I t is a glorious thing t o give life t o 
and educate an immortal soul for 
the glories of the heaven above, but 
how fearful the responsibility of such 
a charge neglected. In the daily 
struggle of life are you not ap t t o 
lose sight of this responsibility and 
live as though this life were all? 
Remember the talent was lent for 
you to improve. 
A man's ruling love sometimes 
decides his present company and al-
ways decides his future company. 
A traveller, t ak ing a cigar from his 
pocket, once said t o a l ady : "Does 
smoking offend y o u ? " she replied: 
" I do not know, sir, no gentleman 
ever smoked in my presence." 
Every young lady who has the 
moral courage t o tell the plain 
t ru th , when asked this question, 
can make herself widely useful on 
the side of temperance and purity. 
Whoso ha th this worlds goods 
and seeth his brother ha th need and 
shntteth up his bowels of mercy 
how dwelleth the love of God in 
him?—Bible. 
OTJK DEAD, 
KULP.—Died, on Tuesday, March 4th, 
Sister Lydia, widow of Jacob Kulp, at the 
residence of her soii Abraham Kulp near 
Ledarchville, Montgomery county, Pa., 
aged 81 years, 6 months and 9 days. In 
the death of sister Kulp we lose a true 
mother in Israel. She was a faithful sister. 
Her aim while here was to lead a g'odly 
life. She attended meeting- whenever she 
was able and was over ready to give in her 
testimony, which she gave with much feel-
ing. Mother Kulp always admonished us 
to be faithful and to continue in the "good 
old way." Her husband has been dead fif-
teen years. The funeral was held on Sun-
day, March 9th. Interment was made at 
the Upper Skippack Menonite meeting 
house. 
SOLLENBERGER.—Died, near Rocky 
Springs, Franklin co., Pa., March 0, 1890, 
Henry Sollenberger, aged 76 years, 9 mo. 
and 14 days. Funeral was held at Airhill 
meeting house on March 9th and the re-
mains were interred in the cemetery at 
that place. The services were conducted 
by the home brethren. Bro. Sollenberger 
united with the church about forty years 
ago and ever tried to live a consistent 
Christian life. He was a kind friend and 
beloved by all who knew him. During his 
late sickness he frequently expressed a de-
sire to go home to rest. He loaves a wife, 
five sons and three daughters and grand-
children with many friends to mourn their 
loss. May the hope of an eternal home 
that he has gained cheer us in our sorrow. 
BOHEN.—Died, on March 8, 1890, in 
Shannon, Carrol co., Ills., Sister Hannah 
Bohen. Her maiden name was Hannah 
Foldman. She was born Oct. 28, 1882 in 
Stouefeld, Ostfreeyland ; was married to 
John Bohen in 1857. She leaves a husband 
and six children, three sons and three 
daughters to mourn their loss. Her severe 
sufferings were borne with Christian forti-
tude. Although very severe yet she said 
it was only light compared with the suffer-
ings of Jesus. Shortly before her demise 
she sang the beautiful lines with the 
chorus : "O 'tis glory, O 'tis glory, O 'tis 
glory in my soul." Her life was seemingly 
devoted to the service of her Master, being-
mild and meek. She was converted in her 
sixteenth year and joined the Baptist 
church in 1856 and emigrated to America 
in 1857, then united with the brethren in 
1882 and continued a faithful member and 
died in the full fellowship and faith of her 
Redeemer. Funeral services by Eld. Jo-
seph Shirk and the writer from Rev. xiv, 
12, 13, to a large congregation. Her life 
was one that was worthy of imitation ; so 
much so that her Catholic neighbors said, 
we have lost a dear mother. 
A, L. MYERS. 
BRILLINGER.—Died, at Sherkston, Wel-
land co., Ontario, on March 15,1890, Mar-
iah, wife of Samuel Brillinger, aged 47 
years, 10 months and 24 days. Funeral 
services were held on the 18th at the Men-
onite church, attended by a large number 
of sympathizing friends. Services were 
conducted by the Brethren, speaking from 
Rev. xxi, 1st part of 7th verse. "He that 
overcomoth shall inherit all things." 
Thus has come to a close a life of singular 
affiietion.-ahd suffering as well as of Chris-
tian fortitude, patience and resignation. 
Many throughout the church will remem-
ber her and will no doubt rejoice that in 
death there was victory. The sister was 
an invalid for 16 years and for 13 years she 
was not able to walk at all and was a con-
stant sufferer. During all these years she 
lived a consistent Christian life, ever ready 
to testify of the goodness of God and help 
along the good work. A few months ago 
she had an attack of the prevailing epi-
demic from which she seemed to rally 
again, but having a relapse she sank quite 
rapidly until death ended forever her suf-
ferings. Visiting her several times during 
the sickness and again shortly before her 
death she spoke with confidence of her un-
failing refuge, and requested me to siug 
yet once that sweet children's hymn : 
"Gottistdie Liebc" (God is Love) after 
which I knelt at her bedside for the last 
time and prayed with her. And so we 
trust she has gone where suffering and 
sorrow, affliction and pain are all over and 
where in perpetual health and youth she 
can walk the golden streets and join the 
redeemed in singing sweet redemption's 
song forever. GEO. DETWILER. 
WITHER.—Feb. 22, 1890, in Churchville, 
Dauphin co., Pa., Bro. Abraham Witmer, 
aged 71 3-ears, 3 months and 23 days. The 
funeral services were held on the 25th in 
the Chambers Hill meeting house. The 
occasion was well attended by friends and 
mourning relatives. The funeral services 
were conducted by Elder Jacob Kreider 
and Bro. Jacob Brubaker, both of Lebanon 
Co. Text, 2 Tim. iv, 7, 8. Bro. Witmer 
was a deacon in the church for many years 
and was always kind, charitable and ready 
to work for the honor and glory of God. 
Bro. Witmer was sick nine days; cause of 
death, pneumonia. A Brother. 
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